
 
 
 

2011 AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX 
 

NEW ERA DOWN UNDER: PIRELLI BRINGS THE SHOW TO AUSTRALIA 
 
 
Milan, March 21st 2011 
 
 
WHAT’S THE STORY? 
 
After 33 days of testing (15 at official tests and 18 in private testing) Pirelli’s Formula 
One adventure is finally about to get underway. The Formula One action starts this 
weekend in the same country where it ended for Pirelli exactly 19 years, four months and 
24 days earlier, at the 1991 Australian Grand Prix in Adelaide – which was red-flagged 
after just 14 laps due to torrential rain and remains the shortest Formula One race to 
date. 
This year, the race is being held in Melbourne’s Albert Park for the 16th consecutive year, 
and marks race one of Pirelli’s three-season agreement with the FIA, the governing body 
of world motorsport. But there is likely to be just as much drama in Melbourne as there 
was last time in Adelaide.  
Pirelli’s new PZero rubber is designed to help promote overtaking, both on the track and 
in the pits, while KERS makes a return and the moveable rear wing is also introduced. 
The hard and the soft compounds will be brought to Australia, with the soft tyres 
providing plenty of speed and grip while the hard tyres are more biased towards 
durability. 
Weather conditions are likely to be different to what was experienced so far in testing, 
which is why the teams will be given an extra set of prime tyres for use during Friday free 
practice, bringing their total allocation up to 12 sets of dry-weather tyres over the course 
of the weekend and allowing them to run more laps in free practice to finalise the set-up. 
 
 
PIRELLI’S MOTORSPORT DIRECTOR SAYS: 
 
Paul Hembery: “This is the moment that we’ve been building up to for more than a year 
now and it’s very exciting for all of us. Our tyres this year are designed to be different to 
what we have seen before in Formula One, but I think all the teams have managed to 
gather some useful information about them in testing. We’re aiming for between two and 
three pit stops in Australia, which in some ways is against our company DNA as our road 
car tyres are designed to be as durable as possible. But Formula One is a very different 
case, because our remit from the teams and promoter was to provide entertainment. 
With that in mind, we’re just keen to get going now and it will be fascinating to see 
exactly how the drivers and teams are going to use our tyres to employ different 
strategies during the race. We’ve noticed a few differences between the teams already in 
testing, and it’s going to be very interesting to find out exactly how that translates into a 
race situation.” 



 
 
THE MEN BEHIND THE STEERING WHEEL SAY: 
 
Sebastian Vettel (Red Bull Racing): “None of us have ever driven around the 
Melbourne circuit on Pirelli tyres before so we are all wondering what it’s going to be like. 
It’s the start of something brand new. I think the only thing that we can say for sure is 
that it’s going to be different and create a lot of interest. Normally, it is a tough track for 
tyres, so I think that’s something that we are going to have to keep an eye on during the 
race. Melbourne has a few things to look out for: the track demands good braking 
stability and some of the corners are a bit bumpy. Getting good traction is typically quite 
difficult there, so that will be an important factor in the car set-up. We’ll be basing 
ourselves on the knowledge of the tyres that we have acquired during winter testing – 
although the conditions in Australia are likely to be somewhat different. Everyone is 
looking forward to the start of the season and I hope it’s going to be a fascinating race, 
for the drivers and much as for the spectators.“ 
 
 
TECHNICAL NOTES AND TYRE CHOICES SO FAR: 
 
* Australia is a semi-permanent track with an abrasive surface, which is particularly 

demanding on the front-left tyre. 
 
* There are 10 right-hand and six left-hand corners, giving a total track length of 5.303 

kilometres with 58 laps scheduled.  
 
* Last year in Melbourne there were 28 pit stops in total. The shortest was from Mark 

Webber (Red Bull Racing) on lap 10 in 23.517s while the longest was from Lucas Di 
Grassi (Virgin) on lap 25 in 15m47.885s.  

 
* The highest number of pit stops in Melbourne took place in 2004, with 49 stops over 

the course of the race that translates to 2.45 stops per driver. 
 
 
THE TYRE CHOICES SO FAR:  
 

 Super Soft Soft Medium Hard 

Australia  Option  Prime 

 
 
PIRELLI IN AUSTRALIA: 
 
* Pirelli tyres were first sold in Australia in 1979, but the company itself was founded in 

Italy in 1872. 
 
* Australian-born model Catherine McNeil graced the cover of the world-famous Pirelli 

calendar in 2008. 
 
* Pirelli Australia is a very active member of the Pirelli Group, the acknowledged world 

leader in high performance tyres. Pirelli Australia forms part of Pirelli Asia Pacific, with 
two factories in China that specialise in car and truck tyres. 

 
 



Copyright-free video news releases featuring interviews with Paul Hembery, as well as 
photographs and press releases are available for media use from: 
www.pirelli.com/pressarea 
  
 
 

*** 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
 
Francescopaolo Tarallo +39 334 684 4307 / francescopaolo.tarallo@pirelli.com 
 
Alexandra Schieren  +33 607 03 69 03 / alexandra.schieren@pirelli.com 
 
Anthony Peacock  +44 7765 896 930 / anthony@mediatica.co.uk 
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