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Berlin, November 20, 2008 - The 2009 edition of the Pirelli Calendar, cult object for more than 
forty years among connoisseurs of photography, beauty and cultural evolution, was unveiled 
today in a world premiere held at The Station in Berlin, the historic train depot that connected 
the capital with Dresden, Vienna and Prague in the late 19th century.  
 
The setting for the 36th “Cal” is the landscape of Botswana, where last May famed 
photographer Peter Beard spent ten days immortalizing seven internationally renowned 
models. Beard, who lived in Kenya for thirty years, is one of the world’s greatest interpreters 
of the mystery and charm of Africa.  
  
After last year’s China edition, where Patrick Demarchelier artfully juxtaposed the 
atmospheres of ancient tea houses with the modernity of China’s metropolises, the Pirelli 
Calendar moves to one of the few places in Africa that remain wild and unspoiled, free of the 
ravages of war and with the highest concentration of wildlife.  
 
Peter Beard has chosen an authentic and ancestral land that is born of the interpenetration of 
two different worlds: the aquatic oasis of the Okavango River delta and the arid expanse of 
the Kalahari Desert. A place that has been spared both the exploitation of the land and the 
impoverishment of its resources, the ideal setting for the photographer’s representation of 
nature as a metaphysical entity, always in motion, source of infinite creativity, within whose 
rhythms and laws everything must begin and end.   
 
A nature described as powerful yet at the same time wounded, with an harmonic view of the 
environment that draws on the spirit of 19th-century American naturalism. Through Beard’s 
lens, nature unleashes an angry cry and rebels against humanity’s incapacity to combine 
growth and development with wisdom and respect for diversity. It is in this context that 
elephants, the real protagonists of this edition of the Cal, struggle to survive, relegated as 
they are to ever shrinking areas. Elephants as metaphor of the human race, and Africa as 
metaphor of a devastated world that must recover its lost harmony.   
 
Beard grants no privilege to humans, for he believes that we, just like animals, must respect 
nature’s balance. He imagines for all of us the bitter fate of living in an environment rendered 
ever more inhospitable by myopic, uncontrolled development, where the quality of life 
progressively declines and must come to terms with the rebellion of an offended nature.  
 
The only hope is beauty. Beard believes that the key to saving humankind lies in a constant 
quest for truth and beauty. Beard’s women are portrayed as generators of life, the source of 
all things, whose grace remains fully intact. They are depicted as creatures born of nature’s 
womb, heroic, full of strength, with decisive features and powerful movements; statues, 
symbols of nature’s creativity and ability to regenerate itself. “Only beauty can save the world” 
is the message of the new Pirelli Calendar, in the spirit of Fyodor Dostoevsky.  
 



The seven models are: Daria Werbowy of Canada, Emanuela de Paula and Isabeli Fontana 
(who debuted in Demarchelier’s 2005 Calendar) from Brazil, Lara Stone and Rianne Ten 
Haken from Holland, Malgosia Bela of Poland and Italy’s own Mariacarla Boscono (who first 
appeared in the 2003 edition by Bruce Weber and again in Nick Knight’s 2004 Calendar). 
 
The final result is a calendar/diary that Peter Beard describes as “a living sculpture”. The 56 
plates of the new Cal are a rich collage of images, quotations, observations by the artist on 
the environment, climate change and global warming, overpopulation and the depletion of 
natural resources. “My real concern”, says the photographer “is the destruction of nature on a 
global scale. We’ve totally lost track of what evolution is based on, and how important 
diversity is in nature. This concept is the very foundation of survival”. 
  
Throughout the shooting and production of the Calendar, a number of measures were taken 
to minimize its environmental impact. In keeping with Peter Beard’s message, the Pirelli 
Calendar and the gala presentation of the 2009 edition will be Zero Impact®. Pirelli, in 
cooperation with a LifeGate initiative, will contribute to the creation and protection of a 
forested area in Costa Rica capable of absorbing the same quantity of CO2 emissions 
generated by the production and printing of the Calendar and by the presentation gala. 
Additionally, the Calendar will be printed on natural, lead-free paper. 
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PETER BEARD 

Born in 1938 in New York City, raised in New York City, Alabama, and Bayberry Point, Islip, 
Long Island, Peter Beard kept diaries at an early age. He took his first pictures at twelve and 
photography quickly evolved into an extension of his diaries, as a way to preserve and 
remember vacations and favorite things. In 1957 he entered Yale University as a pre-medical 
student, but perceiving humans as the main disease soon switched to art history, studying 
under Vincent Scully, Joseph Albers, and Richard Lindner.  

Trips to Africa in 1955 and 1960 piqued his interests and after graduating from Yale, he 
returned to Kenya via Karen Blixen (Isak Dinesen) in Rungstedlund, Denmark. She was the 
author of Out of Africa, Shadows In the Grass, Gothic Tales and Mottos In My Life. Beard met 
Blixen through his cousin Jerome Hill. In the early 60s he worked at Kenya’s Tsavo National 
Park, during which time he photographed and documented the demise of over 35,000 
elephants and 5000 Black Rhinos and published two The End of the Game books (1965 & 
1977). During this same time period, he acquired Hog Ranch, the property adjacent to Karen 
Blixen’s near the Ngong Hills and made it his home base in East Africa. Beard has written 
further works on his African experience: Eyelids of the Morning: The Mingeled Destines of 
Crocodiles and Men(1973), Longing for Darkness (1975), and his most recent books Zara’s 
Tales: Perilous Escapades in Equatorial Africa (2004) written for his daughter and his latest 
book Peter Beard, published by Taschen in November 2006. 

His first exhibit was at the Blum Helman Gallery In New York in 1975 and was followed in 
1977 by the landmark installation of his photographs, elephant carcasses, burned diaries, 
taxidermy, African artifacts, books and personal memorabilia at the International Center of 
Photography (his first one man show) in New York City. 

In addition to creating original artwork, Beard has befriended and collaborated on projects 
with many artists including Andy Warhol, Andrew Wyeth, Richard Lindner, Terry Southern, 
Truman Capote, and Francis Bacon.  

In 1996, shortly after he was skewered and trampled by an elephant, his first major 
retrospective opened at the Centre National de la Photographie in Paris, followed by other 
exhibits in Berlin, London, Toronto, Madrid, Milan, Tokyo and Vienna. He now lives in New 
York City, Montauk Point, and Kenya with his wife Nejma and daughter Zara. 



DARIA WERBOWY 
 
Daria Werbowy hails from Toronto, Canada, though her family is of Ukrainian descent. In the 
time that Daria has been modeling, she has taken the fashion world by storm, and her name 
is at the top of everyone’s list. She is ranked by Models.com as the number one model of their 
top 50 for several consecutive years. 
Daria’s big break came when fashion photographer Steven Meisel fell in love with her classic 
beauty, and booked her exclusively for the Fall/Winter 2003 Prada campaign. She then 
repeated another season in Spring/Summer 2004. Daria then starred in Gucci’s Fall/Winter 
2004 campaign, and Spring/Summer 2005 ads for Chanel, David Yurman & Missoni. She 
was then featured in Fall/Winter 2005 ads for Yves Saint Laurent, another season of 
Chanel, and as one of new faces of Gloria Vanderbilt. In 2005, Daria signed a multi-year 
global contract to represent Lancôme in advertisements for television and cinema, as well as 
commercial print. She is the face of the brands’ newest fragrance, Hypnôse.  Daria currently 
stars in the advertisement campaigns for Valentino, H&M, Hermes, Missoni, and Lancôme. 
 
In her first international show season, Daria walked down an amazing 30 runways for top 
designers such as Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, Donna Karan, Marc Jacobs, John 
Galliano, Balenciaga, Dolce & Gabbana, Gucci, Versace, Christian Dior, Yves Saint 
Laurent, Stella McCartney, Alexander McQueen, Mui Mui, and of course, Prada. 
 
Daria consistently works with the industries most noted photographers, Steven Meisel, Mario 
Testino, Peter Lindbergh, Karl Lagerfeld, Juergen Teller, David Sims, Mario Sorrenti, 
Craig Mcdean, Patrick Demarchelier, Mikael Jansson, Nathaniel Goldberg, Greg Kadel, 
Bruce Weber, Inez Van Lamsweerde & Vinoodth Matidan and Mert & Marcus, to name a 
few. She has even had the opportunity to work with the late legendary icon, Helmut Newton.  
 
Top fashion magazines such as Vogue (American, Italian, British, French, & Japanese), 
Harper’s Bazaar, W, Numero, V, and PoP all feature Daria on a regular basis. She has 
appeared on the covers of Numero, V, W, GQ and an astonishing total of six covers for 
Italian Vogue. Daria was featured on the September 2004 cover of American Vogue, where 
she was profiled as one of the leading faces of “the Return of the Super Model”. She was also 
the cover star of French Vogue’s “Top Models” March 2005 issue, as well as the cover of i-
D’s 25th anniversary special Sept 2005 issue. 
 
Daria currently resides in New York City.  



EMANUELA DE PAULA 
 
Emanuela de Paula was born in the small port town of Cabo de Santo Agostinho in the state 
of Pernambuco in northeastern Brazil. Her interest and perseverance in fashion and 
modeling started at an early age. At age 15 she moved to São Paulo to pursue her career 
and signed with Marilyn Agency in 2005. She arrived in New York shortly after and has been 
based there since. Her mixed ethnic background made her a crowd favorite at her New York 
Fashion Week debut. Emanuela is a unique and down to earth girl who remains one of the 
most in demand models working today.  
  
Editorials: W Magazine, Allure, French Revue de Modes, Vogue Magazine, I-D, V Magazine, 
Self Service, Teen Vogue, Italian Marie Claire 
 
Campaigns: DKNY, Tommy Hilfiger, Alexander Herchovitch, Mac Cosmetics, The Gap, Gap 
Body, H&M, and Victoria’s Secret 
 
Photographers: Michael Thompson, Patrick Demarchelier, Greg Kadel, Thierry Le Goues, 
Arthur Elgort, Nick Heavican, Mark Squires, Ezra Petronio, Max Cardelli 
 
 



ISABELI FONTANA 
 
With her unique beauty and stunning runway presence, Isabeli has set the fashion world 
ablaze like no other model in recent years. This Women model has appeared in virtually every 
major global fashion magazine, and is in constant high demand with the industry’s top 
designers, editors and photographers.  
 
Isabeli was born in the southern Brazilian village of Curitiba. She was scouted at age thirteen 
when she entered a modeling contest.  
 
Isabeli has been modeling in New York since 1996 and is arguably the most popular model in 
the world. She has been the face of a variety of advertising campaigns including Balenciaga, 
Versace, Chanel, Valentino, Hermes, Hussein Chalayan, Armani Jeans, Oscar de la 
Renta, MaxMara, and Nicole Farhi. Isabeli can currently be seen in the Flowerbomb by 
Viktor & Rolf fragrance campaign, photographed by Inez Van Lamsweerde & Vinoodh 
Matadin, as well as the Versace Crystal Noir fragrance campaign, photographed by Steven 
Meisel. 
 
Isabeli consistantly works with the industry’s most talented photographers: Steven Meisel, 
David Sims, Mario Testino, Mert Alas & Marcus Piggott,  Inez Van Lamsweerde & 
Vinoodh Matadin, Solve Sundsbo, Peter Lindbergh, Mario Sorrenti, Alasdair McLellan, 
Dan Jackson and Patrick Demarchelier, to name a few.   
 
Isabeli has also graced the covers of countless magazines, high-fashion and main-stream 
alike. Vogue (American, French, & Brazilian,), Self Service, Numero, i-D, Doingbird, and 
Time.  
 
Not only is Isabeli an incredible model, she is also a savvy businesswoman. She is the brains 
behind her own brand of children’s clothing targeting the Brazilian market.  
 
 
 



LARA STONE 
 
Lara Stone, born and raised in Holland, has worked with the fashion industry’s leading 
photographers including, Steven Meisel, Mario Sorrenti, Mert & Marcus, Inez Van 
Lamsweerde & Vinoodth Matidan, Mario Testino, Davis Sims, Craig McDean, Terry 
Richardson, and Greg Kadel.  She has appeared on the covers and inside pages of French 
Vogue, Italian Vogue, British Vogue, Japanese Vogue, Self Service, W, V, Numero, and 
I-D. 
 
Lara has walked the runways for world renowned designers such as, Chanel, Lanvin, 
Givenchy, Louis Vuitton, Miu Miu, Chloe, Stella McCartney, Missoni, Hermes, Karl 
Lagerfeld, Jean Paul Gaultier, and Christian Dior. 
 
In addition, Lara has starred in top advertisement campaigns for Givenchy, MaxMara, Nicole 
Fahri¸ Calvin Klein Jeans, Just Cavali, Calvin Klein Cosmetics and Levi’s.  She can 
currently be seen in Spring/Summer advertisements for H&M. 
 
Lara was named one of the top ten models of 2007 by Models.com.  Given her many 
achievements in such a short time, there is no doubt that Lara Stone is on her way to 
becoming one of fashion’s brightest stars. 

 



MARIACARLA BOSCONO 
 

Many high fashion magazines and publications have named Mariacarla one of the most 
sought after models of the day.  
Mariacarla has also starred in ad campaigns for Givenchy, Yves Saint Laurent, Opium 
perfume, Calvin Klein Jeans, Marc by Marc Jacobs, Roberto Cavalli, Christian Dior, 
Versace, Moschino DKNY, Jean Paul Gaultier, Blumarine, Anna Molinari, Karl 
Lagerfeld, Michael Kors, Alberta Ferretti and D&G. Mariacarla can currently be seen in 
spring/summer 2008 Givenchy campaign, photographed by Inez Van Lamsweerde & 
Vinoodh Matadin. For fall/winter 2008, Maricarla will be seen in several major campaigns 
including: John Galliano, ph: Nick Knight, Hermes, Pucci, ph: Juergen Teller, Moschino 
and Givenchy, ph: Inez Van Lamsweerde & Vinoodh Matadin. 
 
In the time that Mariacarla has been modeling, she has had the opportunity to work with many 
other top industry photographers such as Inez Van Lamsweerde & Vinoodh Matadin, 
Juergen Teller, Mert Alas & Marcus Piggott Steven Meisel, Mario Sorrenti, Peter 
Lindbergh, Steven Klein, Jean-Baptiste Mondino, Patrick Demarchelier, Michael 
Thompson, Karl Lagerfeld, Mikael Jansson, and Dan Jackson. 
 
Mariacarla’s magnetic personality & beauty inspired the artist Richard Prince to photograph 
her for a massive fashion editorial in W Magazine. The legendary Nan Goldin chose 
Mariacarla as the only model, amongst iconic women such as Jane Birkin, Tilda Swinton, 
Veruschka and Patti Smith, she photographed for a couture story for the New York Times 
Magazine. 
 
Top fashion magazines such as Vogue (American, Italian, French, British, & Japanese), W, 
Harper’s Bazaar, Numero, and POP all feature Mariacarla on a regular basis. She has also 
appeared on covers of French Vogue, German Vogue, Chinese Vogue,and Mixte.  
 
Also in top demand with the most noted designers, MariaCarla has done extensive runway 
work in numerous collections from New York, Milan, to Paris, for the likes of Givenchy, 
Lanvin, Hermes, John Galliano, Fendi, Valentino, Yves Saint Laurent, Versace, and 
Gucci. 
 
 



RIANNE TEN HAKEN 
 
Stunning and artistic are two words that are commonly used to describe Dutch model Rianne 
Ten Haken. Many high fashion magazines and publications have named Rianne one of the 
most sought after models of the day.  
Rianne has starred in ad campaigns for Versace, Costume National, Armani, and Chanel.   
 
In the time that Rianne has been modeling, she has had the opportunity to work with many 
other top industry photographers such as Steven Meisel, Mert Alas & Marcus Piggot, Solve 
Sundsbo, Laurie Bartley, Thomas Schenk, Jean-Baptiste Mondino, Ellen Von Unwerth, 
Vincent Peters, and Dominique Isserman. 
 
She has also appeared on covers of Italian Vogue, Numero, Mixte, 10, and Spanish 
Vogue. 
 
Also in top demand with the most noted designers, Rianne has done extensive runway work 
in numerous collections from New York, Milan, to Paris, for the likes of Louis Vuitton, Prada, 
Miu Miu, Christian Dior, Givenchy, Alexander McQueen, Calvin Klein, Gucci and Marc 
Jacobs. 



MALGOSIA 
 

Born in Krakow, Poland in 1977, Malgosia quickly became a successful runway and editorial 
model appearing on the covers of many international magazines including Italian, French and 
British Vogue, V Magazine and Harpers Bazaar. 
 
She has worked on many campaigns including Tiffany, Calvin Klein, Gap, Lanvin and Marc 
Jacobs and has worked with many great photographers including Irving Penn, Richard 
Avedon, Steven Meisel, Patrick Demarchelier and Mario Testino. 
 
In 2001, she diversified her career and turned to acting where she appeared in major roles in 
four feature films in Europe including the Polish film “Ono” and the production of Karol: A Man 
Who Became Pope”. 
 
However, in 2006, Malgosia enjoyed a resurgence back into the fashion industry appearing in 
major advertising campaigns for the houses of Louis Vuitton, Chloe, Jill Sander and Donna 
Karan. 
 
Malgosia, who has a son Jozef,  obtained an art degree in literature from the University of 
Warsaw and is also a classically trained pianist. 



PHOTOGRAPHERS AND LOCATIONS 

 
1964   Robert Freeman in Majorca 
1965   Brian Duffy in the South of France 
1966   Peter Knapp in Al Hoceima, Morocco 
1967   Not Published 
1968   Harry Peccinotti in Tunisia 
1969   Harry Peccinotti at Big Sur, California 
1970   Francis Giacobetti at Paradise Island, the Bahamas 
1971   Francis Giacobetti in Jamaica 
1972   Sarah Moon at Villa Les Tilleuls, Paris 
1973   Allen Jones in London 
1974   Hans Feurer in the Seychelles 
1975-1983  Not Published 
1984   Uwe Ommer in the Bahamas 
1985   Norman Parkinson in Edinburgh, Scotland 
1986   Bert Stern in the Cotswolds, England 
1987   Terence Donovan in Bath, England 
1988   Barry Lategan in London 
1989   Joyce Tennyson in the Polaroid studios, New York 
1990   Arthur Elgort in Seville, Spain 
1991   Clive Arrowsmith in France 
1992   Clive Arrowsmith in Almeria, Spain 
1993   John Claridge in the Seychelles 
1994   Herb Ritts at Paradise Island, the Bahamas 
1995   Richard Avedon in New York 
1996   Peter Lindberg in El Mirage, California 
1997   Richard Avedon in New York 
1998   Bruce Weber in Miami 
1999   Herb Ritts in Los Angeles 
2000   Annie Leibovitz in Rhinebeck, N. New York City 
2001   Mario Testino in Naples, Italy 
2002   Peter Lindbergh in Los Angeles 
2003   Bruce Weber in Southern Italy 
2004   Nick Knight in London 
2005   Patrick Demarchelier in Rio de Janeiro 
2006   Mert and Marcus in Cap d’ Antibes, France 
2007   Inez and Vinoodh in California 
2008   Patrick Demarchelier in Shanghai, China 

2009   Peter Beard in Abu Camp/Jack’s Camp Botswuana 

 


